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Questions and Problems, Indiana 


nce ie formulation of the Land Use Planning Committees in Indiana in 

e 1930's, work in agricultural policy has been carried on by the Extension 
rVICe. This work has comsisted largely of meetings dealing with local 
ernmental problems such as zoning, schools, taxes and governmental ex- 
ditures, foreign trade, and agricultural programs involving price and 
omee This report is directed largely to the program in agricultural 
icy that is being carried on during the calendar year 1949, 


During the latter part of 1948, schools in public policy were offered the 
ious counties. Thirty-four counties out of the 92 requested a public 
licy schoole Because of limited personel only 13 such schools were 

I ld during January, February and March of 1949. At these schools two sub- 
scts were presented, one dealing with the agricultural price income problem 
griculture and one dealing with state and local governmental expendi- 
se These mectings were arranged by the county agricultural agent. 

mies to 75 leaders in each county were invited. The average attendance 
50. The response and interest was good. 


e meetings were held with home cconomi cs club loaders on local governmental 
ons with special emphasis on schools. This information was then taken 
< by the local home economics club leaders to their local township clubs. 


n mootings were held with local officials and leaders on county planning 
id zoning. Requests for such assistance is continually coming in from 
OS ee 


ue ultural policy rete EY Gey heat presented before numerous groups at mect- 
s held at tho university, such as the Indiana Bankers Clinic, Coop Managers 
ings and othor similar groups. Onc article was prepared on the subject, 
-or Low Farm Price Supports" and printed in the State Economic and’ 
keting publication. This went to some 25,000 people. 


In most mectings basic mimeographed data was presented dealing with the 
problems involved and the mectings were conducted on a discussional basis. 


A course in agricultural policy was taught at the Purdue Fort Wayne Exten- 

sion Center tho winter and spring semester of 1949, There wero 64 individuals 
who completed this course, composed of farmers, clevator operators, bankers, 
an appraisers, county agonts, vocational teachers, production credit 
ociation representatives ond otilers. While this class was a part of the 
jlar university teaching it had an important valuo from the standpoint 
extension cducation in public policy as the individuals attending the 

ss came from a 10 county arca. This class will likcly bo ropcated in 

or three other contcrs in tho state. 


bend mombers of the tieeiuent of Agricultural he “to consider 
oie be our peaexa in public Bare sy an Indianag Many good points 


Poa was that we enomlal eee 6 Aue ee, our program ue the 
policy field. This was the opinion ‘of both the county agri cultur 
and the home demonstration agents. Plans for the balance of 1949 


1. Tho preparation of a serics of leaflets each aoe with | 
a public policy question of interest to farmers « ee RAS Iie 
2e Ascries of district. county agont training Bee oc ou ear 
which one-half day will be devoted to public aie questi a 
This is to train extension personnel. 


35 The devoting of one day ‘at the annual extension workers con=+ 
ference to questions of public policy.. Definite plans havo 
already been mde for this program whi ch will occur in Decem 

ee 
“4, Plans are being formilated for a stcppod up number of public 
"policy moctings with county groups boginning Decembor 1, oe ¥ 
“A limited number of potiey mectings will also be held botwoon | 
“now and thone 


In all our work in agricultural policy the: omphasis has beon upon ‘iis f 
dealing with the questions involved and tho emphasis has been placed < z 
various alternatives and where oach policy leads. We vory strongly believe 
that the mectings in agricultural policy should be kept small at the 
stage where thoy may be kept on a discussional basise As tho gonoral 
comes to frecly accept educational work in this area then they may be 
lorged: © ; | Oma 
Some use has been made of the press and radio in connection with Pan mie i 
policy in Indiam but it has been very limited. Wo do not thinkat this — 
sta pee that this is the best way to handle the matorads We fool thot 


thet: these moctings must be hold by’ more Beneriotees individuals, thar 
required in most OUneE areas of Pores economicse 


